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SCHOLARSHIP PAPER: HUMANITIES 

HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION 

Time Allowed: 1 hour  

Total Marks: 40 

There are a choice of three sections in this paper. Candidates 

must choose TWO sections and spend 30 minutes on each.  

Please write your responses on sheets of lined paper. You 

may annotate the question booklet but this work will not be 

marked. 
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SECTION A: GEOGRAPHY 

You must choose two of the three sections in this paper. If you choose this section, you must answer 

all the questions in this section.  

 

Question 1 

Study Source 1. Which impact of climate change do you feel presents the biggest threat to people? 

Explain your decision. 

The best answers might use examples of named places to help explain your decision. 

(5 marks) 

 

Question 2 

Study the map extract provided. There is a location marked A. Explain why this location might be 

considered a suitable place to build a new retail park. 

The best answers might use specific evidence from the map, including grid references, to help. 

(5 marks) 

 

 

  

Source 1 – Information about climate change 

Climate change is caused by greenhouse gases (such as carbon dioxide) building up in the atmosphere. 

These gases trap heat in the atmosphere, causing the world’s temperature to rise. 

Rising temperatures are causing ice caps and glaciers to melt, and sea levels to rise. Coastal 

communities may become flooded.  

Climate change also causes increased extreme weather events, such as hurricanes and droughts. 

Natural hazards are extreme natural events that can cause loss of life, damage to property and disrupt 

human activities. 

Climate change can have economic, social and environmental consequences. 

In developing countries, they may not have the resources to respond to climate change, or to protect 

people from its effects. In developed countries, damage due to flooding or natural disasters will cost 

more to repair. 
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Question 3 

Study Source 2. Explain why people may have different opinions on migration to the UK.  

(5 marks) 

 

  

Source 2 – Results of a survey about migration to the UK. 

Attitudes to Immigration Survey Results – Great Britain 

September 2023 

• 43% of adults said that immigration has a positive impact on the country. 

• 66% of people said that they were dissatisfied with the way that the 
government was dealing with immigration. 

• Over half (54%) of people said that they would like to see more doctors and 
nurses immigrating to the UK. 

• A majority (53%) of adults said that they have sympathy for migrants 
attempting to cross the English Channel in small boats. 
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Source 3 – a construction site for the High Speed 2 (HS2) rail line. 

 

 

Question 4 

Study Source 3 and Source 4. Explain how different groups of people (such as local people living near 

the rail line, the government, business owners and commuters) may be affected by the construction 

of HS2. 

 (5 marks) 

TOTAL MARKS AVAILABLE FOR SECTION A: 20 marks 

END OF SECTION A 

Source 4 – Information about HS2 

 

High Speed 2 (HS2) is a new, high-speed railway line being built between London and 

Birmingham. Originally the new line would have reached to Leeds and Manchester, however 

in January 2024 the government decided not to build the northern sections of the rail line. 

 

The new railway line will make it easier for workers to travel between London (where many 

of the most highly paid jobs and largest companies are located) and other cities further 

north in the country. Some people believe that HS2 will help to reduce inequality between 

different parts of the UK and help boost the country’s economy. 

 

However, some homes and farmland have had to be destroyed to make way for the new 

railway. In addition, construction has caused large amounts of noise, dust, and traffic 

congestion. 

 

The original cost of HS2 was expected to be almost £38 billion, however this has since 

increased to an expected £66 billion. 
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SECTION B: HISTORY 

You must choose two of the three sections in this paper. If you choose this section, you must answer 

the question below.  

Question: What can the source tell us about Wellington’s attitude to the army and the Peninsular 

Campaign?  

(20 marks) 

Please note: no wider knowledge of these events is expected or will be credited. You must only 

discuss what the source can tell us. You will want to address the provenance of the source in your 

answer and consider how it might affect our understanding of the source.  

Source: From a letter written by the Duke of Wellington to Lord Bathurst, 22 June 1813. Bathurst 

was the Secretary of State for War and superior to the Duke of Wellington. Vitoria was a major 

victory of Wellington’s army over the French in northern Spain, 21 June 1813. At this time, Britain 

was at war with France and were fighting French Forces in the Peninsular Campaign in Spain and 

Portugal. The British forces in the Peninsular Campaign were led by the Duke of Wellington. 

The difficult nature of the hilly terrain hindered communication between our different columns as 

they moved forward. However, four of our divisions, which made up the centre of the advance, were 

able to attack the height on which the enemy’s headquarters was based. At the same time, 

Lieutenant-General Hill launched an assault from the left flank. The enemy, having weakened their 

line to stiffen their position on the height, abandoned their position in the valley. As soon as they 

saw our determination to sustain the attack the enemy retreated towards Vitoria. 

Sir Thomas Graham co-ordinated our advance and had beside him a Spanish division under General 

Giron who provided valuable information about the area. As soon as the heights were in our 

possession, the village of Gamara was gallantly stormed and occupied by Major-General Robinson’s 

brigade which advanced while under very heavy fire from artillery and musketry. They were  

supported by Major Lawson’s brigade of artillery. I especially wish to commend the work of 

Lieutenant Colonel Rook, the quarter-master. His efforts enabled the movement of troops to be 

carried out effectively. The nature of the ground did not allow the cavalry to be deployed but their 

commanders were always active in tracking the enemy. 

However, the campaign has also revealed some serious concerns. I am very apprehensive about 

marching our unruly soldiers through the countryside after a battle. Instead of getting rest and food 

to prepare themselves for the tasks of the following day, a large number spend their time looking for 

plunder. This is the consequence of the state of discipline of the ordinary British soldier. We may 

gain the greatest victories, but we will do no good until we alter our system and force all ranks to do 

their duty at all times. We have in our service the scum of the earth. The sergeants do not perform 

their duty to keep their men in order. They are often as bad as the men and too near to them in pay 

and situation.   

TOTAL MARKS AVAILABLE FOR SECTION B: 20 

END OF SECTION B  
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SECTION C: PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION 

You must choose two of the three sections in this paper. If you choose this section, you must answer 

the questions below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1 

Discuss whether the idea of a ‘miracle’ is still relevant today. Refer to the Bible extract in your 
answer.  

(10 marks)  

Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus Walks on the Water 

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 

while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by 

himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable 

distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 

25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him 

walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 

29 “Come,” he said. 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he 

saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you 

doubt?” 

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
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Question 2  

Choose one of the following. 

EITHER:  

a) Is there such a thing as a just war?  

(10 marks) 

OR: 

b) Discuss, using examples, what makes a great thinker.  

(10 marks) 

 

TOTAL MARKS AVAILABLE FOR SECTION C: 20  

END OF SECTION C 
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