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Preparation for this publication began when the previous edition was still being completed and this move was
prompted by my own personal wish to have an annual magazine distributed at the end of the academic year. This
caused some frantic moments at an extremely busy time and | would like to thank all of the staff (and some
students) who made the effort to contribute pieces despite their huge commitments to the school

The fact that | was a member of staff for the entire year has allowed me to ensure that many more areas of the
school are represented in this publication and | hope that readers recognise the depth and breadth of activities
that Stowe is proudly able to offer.

The student involvement in this publication i1s still not at the optimum level but there were two people who
deserve special praise. Both King-ho Leung and Rebecca Nicholl appeared to relish the opportunity to dictate
layout. content and design and their contributions were remarkable. particularly considenng their other
responsibilities. | hope that an even larger student committee is formed next year

After editing CW magazine and The Voice.

I've come to do The Stoic this year, It seems a long time since
But am not planning to edit mags as a career September when we had
So you might ask why | made this choice. the nitial meetings to
Did | learn much? Not really. discuss the new and

Did | write much? Not really.

Did | do much? Not really

Well. | can tell you secretly:

Doing this looks good on a CV.

Now | actually feel kind of guilty,

For not working so much recently,
When the Stoic needed work from me —
Well, | had to edit the Leavers Book,

Which almost every second ol my day it took.

Looking back when everything's almost done
Doing the Stoic has been rather fun.

Stoics. if you're interested, please join in,
Especially if you done nothing similar,

Yet would like to try so in the future,

It's a good way to begin.

Thank you Mr Oldham for all your work,
Now in a new style the Stoic has perked.

All tfresh and lively more than ever,

Working with you has been my pleasure.

different Stoic, and it has been a long but
worthwhile process. To see its coming
together and eventual completion has been
a very rewarding process and to see new
pages. which you personally have designed.
being professionally completed has been
very exciting. Through my involvement in
The Stoic. | have really been made aware of
just what a wide range of activities and
events Stowe has to offer. to suit so many
skills and interests. It has been both 3
challenge, and a privilege, to have worked
on The Stoic over the past year. As | leave
Stowe, after completing two years here in
the sixth form. | feel immensely proud of
what we have achieved with The Stoic this
year and | am sure that the skills | have
picked up along the way will be of great
benefit to me in my later life
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Headmaster’s Speech

Dr Anthony Wallersteiner
Headmaster

Speech Day — Saturday 26 May 2007

In The Lighter Side of School Life, first published in October 1914, the opening chapter introduces the reader to the
Headmaster of Fiction:

"He 1s invariably called "The Doctor”, and he wears cap and gown even when birching malefactors - which he does
intermittently throughout the day - or attending a cricket match. For all we know he wears them in bed. He speaks
a language pecuhar to himself - a language which at once enables you to recognise him as a Headmaster: just as you
may recognise a stage sailor from the fact that he has to take constant precautions with his trousers. Thus the
‘Doctor" invanably addresses his cowering pupils as "Boys!" - and if no audience of boys is available at the moment.
he addresses a single boy as if he were a whole audience. To influential parents he is servile and oleaginous. and he
treats his staff with fatuous pomposity".

Well, such a being may have existed - may even still exist in some schools - but | have never met him.

And what of the Headmaster of fact? According to the The Lighter Side of School Life the modern Head is no longer
a pontifical. towering, be-gowned figure, on his way to a deanery or Oxbridge college. Instead, "a great scholar in
charge of the multifarious interests of a public school is like setting a razor to cut grindstones". A certain low cunning
and the possession of a Sixth Sense are more useful attributes when it comes to gaining complete mastery over ‘such
trifling details as the organisation of the school routine. the supervision of the cook. the administration of justice
the diplomatic handling of the Governing Body and the suppression of parents...The Head must see nothing. but
know everything that goes on in the School. He must know whether Mr A. in the Senior Science Set is expounding
theories of inorganic chemistry which have been obsolete for ten years. or whether Mr B. in the Junior Remove is
accustomed to remove a pool of ink from the seat of his chair before beginning his daily labours. He must not mingle
with the boys. for that would be undignified: yet he must. and usually does. know every boy in the School by sight
and something about him. He must have his hand upon the pulse of the School in such wise as to be able to tell
which master is incompetent, which prefect 1s untrustworthy, which boy is a bully and which House is rotten He
must be able to suck in school atmosphere through his pores”. Little wonder. then, that the chapter ends with the
observation that the headmaster “is always tired. for he can neveg rest. His so-called hours of ease are clogged up by

correspondence. most of it quite superfluous, and the telephﬂn€ has added a new terror to his life. But he is always
cheerful. even when alone: and he loves his work. If he did not, it would kill him."

Not much has changed in one hundred years - except that | would add e-mail as the C2 st scourge.

| don't think that lan Hay, the author of The Lighter Side of School Life. would have been particularly surprised by the
survival of the public schools in the twenty-first century. While the "daily. hourly business of the nation" is no longer

'to govern hundreds of other nations" there is still an enormous demand for an academic education which makes
pastoral and individual care its highest prionty.

Earlier this month. The Independent Schools Council reported that 40,000 more children are being educated privately
than when Mr Blair came to power in 1997 with his promise that "education, education. education” would be
‘Labour's number one priority". A favourite dinner party game used to be guessing how much everyone's property
had increased in value - today it's thumbing through the Good Schools Guide and weighing up the competing merits

of different private schools as they vie for pupils by offering a plethora of subjects from astronomy to mandarin and
sports as diverse as beagling and wake-boarding.

A record number of parents have joined this exodus from state education. The ISC lists 509.000 children as attending
private schools, 13% of the school population - up from 11.6% when Labour first took office in that false dawn
exactly a decade ago. Almost a quarter of sixth formers now attend a private school while, in London, one in seven
pupils i1s privately educated; in Edinburgh it is one in four. A Mori poll revealed that 50% of parents would like to be
able to afford places in private schools. And all this at a time when none of the three main political parties in Britain
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makes support for the sector 3 high priornty and
it would take a brave politician to challenge the
anomaly of parents paying twice over for
education through school fees and direct
taxation.

In spite of government spending reaching £34.5
billion a year - an increase by two thirds in real
terms since 1997 - value for money has been
poor. Few resources have been directed towards
fostering a love of sport, music, drama, art and
adventures that will last a life time. Even while
this government celebrated bringing the
Olympics to London in 2012, sports fields
continued to be sold, swimming pools closed
and trips to broaden horizons were cancelled to
satisty a nsk averse and increasingly litigious
society. The great determinant of quality in
education 1s not money but independence and, as the Vice Chancellor of the University of Buckingham wrote so
presciently a few months ago. the best things in life cost fees. State education never improves at the same pace as
the private sector regardless of how much money is poured into it.

Everyone agrees that educational standards must improve if Britain is to compete with the emerging giants of India
and China. But | doubt if the answer lies with the government spending untold millions on building another 200 City
Academies when there are independent schools like Stowe with proven records of excellence and specialisation in art,
drama, music, modern languages, science and sport, Surely it makes more sense to use the independent sector's
existing expertise to create a mixed economy by using vouchers which can be offset against school fees? Educational
vouchers are compellingly simple: parents pay taxes - well most of you do - the state gives you a voucher worth the
equivalent of what it costs to educate a child in the maintained sector; parents choose; schools compete; standards
rise, everybody gains and social mobility that was lost with the abolition of all but 164 grammar schools 1s restored
It i1s a tragedy that having abandoned the intellectually rigorous traditional grammar school schools as of interest
only to "the select few”, David Cameron i1s now out-Blairing Blair by embracing the City Academies. Sometimes
Nanny does not know best. The Conservatives should be champions of a meritocratic system which encourages a
variety of schools - including those which ofter vocational and practical courses leading to apprenticeships - and let
parents decide how their children should be educated.

Targets and league tables have reduced many schools to little more than factories for producing test and exam scores
to the exclusion of virtually all other aspects of learning. With external assessments at 7, 11, 14, 16, 17 and |8,
children in British state schools have the unenviable distinction of being the most heavily examined in the world -
with the possible exception of North Koreans. We treat League Tables as the measurement of education in the same
way that productivity of cars, barrels of oil and tins of baked beans are measured in industry. How depressing it is
to read the recent headlines that examination boards are making thousands of pounds selling tips to schools on how
to beat the A-level and GCSE systems with French teachers being told that teaching less able pupils grammar is not
worth the effort because it is allocated few marks.

Yet. in spite of this government's obsession with tests and tables, each year 75,000 children hinish 11 years ol
compulsory education having failed to achieve five GCSEs at any grade. It is estimated that 5 million people in Britain
are functionally illiterate and three times that number not properly numerate. The ASBO not the A-Level is Labour's
legacy as Britain languishes 23rd in an OFECD league table of 30 entrants - behind Greece. Hungary and lreland. The
gangs ol disaffected and menacing feral youths in hoodies who loiter around our shopping centres are the children
of New Labour's educational policies

This obsession with utilitarianism and exam success is stifling and it is hardly surprising that antidepressant
prescriptions for |16 to |8 year olds have trebled in the past decade: one in eight teenagers i1s clinically depressed. The
poet William Blake warned of reaping what we sow if the joyful spirit of youth is broken: “if buds are nipped. And
blossoms blown away. And if the tender plants are stripped...how shall we gather what griefs destroy. Or bless the
mellowing year. When the blasts of winter appear?’ While it may be tempting to tell teenagers that if they find school
boring, they should try working, society may come to regret an educational system that is almost exclusively geared
to performance related tests which have squeezed the fun and creativity out of the classroom

Our critics ascribe the success of schools like Stowe to the fact that society s getting richer and families are having
tewer children. They point to an average of one teacher for every 9.3 pupils compared with the state system where
the ratio has stagnated at 17:1. Some argue that the public schools are flourishing because we are ruthlessly selective
or socially exclusive and our parents are interested only in networking and buying contacts for their children. | do not
subscribe to these arguments - although 1t 1s surprising how many friendships that last a lite time are forged at Stowe.
There are some very good mamntained schools and some very bad independent schools. But parents are terrnfied of
getting it wrong and are not prepared to risk their children's future in schools where maths and PDhySICS te

sometimes unqualihed and modern languages have been made optional at the age of 14
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We are fortunate in being able to ignore a great number
of the hundreds of edicts which pour out of the
Department of Education every week. Instead, we are
able to focus on building a community based on shared
values in which the "we" of membership comes from
parents who know the needs of their children better
than central government. Parents entrust schools to
ignite the first spark of the will o' the wisp which lights
an interest in first one subject and then another as
teachers draw out the individual's talents.

Most teachers join the profession because they believe
that education matters and that it should be thrilling,
endlessly absorbing, fascinating and sometimes
infuriating (try teaching period 7 on a dark November
afternoon). Stoics are taught to question and think for
themselves and find answers when they need them.
We want our pupils to do more than just skim the surface headlines on global warming and impending environmental
disaster. Without the next generation of scientists who is going to discover the next clean fuel cell? Train doctors in
state-of-the-art imaging diagnostics and robotic surgery? Provide us with scientifically informed opinions on stem
cell research? Our pupils are encouraged to challenge conventional orthodoxies and go beyond the rigid strait-jacket
of GCSE and A-Level text books. They gain an appreciation of music, art and poetry and find spintual solutions to
life's deepest tensions and anxieties. The house system encourages a strong sense of social responsibility so that
differences are settled by discussion and debate rather than violence. We have resisted the temptation to lay on
"happiness” or "wellbeing" classes as confidence and self-esteem grow out of endeavour not out of self-promotion or
unearned praise. The occasional faillure has to exist, because through trial and error we learn from our mistakes.
Thomas Edison failed with more than a thousand patents before he finally invented the electric light. One of my
favourite theatrical stories comes from Samuel Beckett rehearsing one of his more problematic plays: "l just can't do
this! I'm failing.” lamented one of his lead actors. Beckett replied: "Never mind. Try again. Fail again. Fail better.

In my own subject. History. Stephen Fry recently spoke passionately about the challenge facing history teachers: “if
you cannot imagine yourself wanting to riot against catholic emancipation, say. or becoming an early Tory and
signing up to fight with the Old Pretender, or cheering on Prynne as the theatres are closed and Puritanism holds
sway....knowing is not enough...if you cannot feel what our ancestors felt when they cried "Wilkes and Liberty!" or
indeed cried "Death to Wilkes!" if you cannot feel with them, then all you can do is judge them and condemn them,
or praise them and over-adulate them. History is not the story of strangers, aliens from another realm, it is the story
of us had we be born a little earlier. History is memory, we have to remember what is was like to be a Roman, or a

Jacobite or a Chartist or even - if we dare. and we should dare - a Nazi. History is not abstraction, it is the enemy of
abstraction”.

At last year's HMC Conference in Manchester Sir Eric Anderson exhorted the gathered heads of independent schools
to stop apologising for their existence and to celebrate their achievements. We punch above our numerical weight
in securing places for Old Stoics at top universities. producing national and county athletes, future lawyers. doctors
soldiers, museum directors and gallery owners, writers. bankers and stockbrokers - in those areas of national life, in
short, where Britain competes with the best in the world

Country Life has been kind to Stowe in recent months. A few weeks ago, the magazine listed Stowe as the most
popular co-educational destination in a survey of well-known prep schools. The article, Educating Henry: A Father's
Quest, describes Stoics as "well-rounded individuals" who are “confident, articulate and polite" with "a sense of fai
play". Another recent article in Country Life heralded the arrival of the New Rangers - the more dynamic and
sophisticated descendants of the fun-loving Sloanes. "There is no doubt that they start from a privileged place" admits
the journalist. "but the days of relying on Daddy are well and truly over. and life is all about getting out of your
comfort zone" and being "fearless when it comes to pursuing success’. And where have these carbon neutral
Revolutionary Rangers being educated? The same four schools are listed under Old Sloane and New Rangers - Fton
Stowe, Harrow. Radley - in that order.

Today's celebration of the achievements of Stoics i1s tinged with sadness as we prepare to say farewell to the Right
Honourable the Lord Lyell of Markyate. Educated at Stowe and Christ Church Oxford, Nick was called to the Bar in
1965 and elected MP for Hemel Hempstead in 1979 and then mid-Bedfordshire in 1983. He served as Solicitor
General and Attorney General under Lady Thatcher and then John Major, winning the respect of all parties for his
judicious and impartial advice. Nick has been a governor of Stowe since 1991 and chairman of the governors since
2001. | am enormously grateful not only for his part in my appointment - who else could have devised a headmaster's
job description which required the successful candidate to be an epicurean - but also for being at my side over the
last four exciting years. | do not think it is an exaggeration to say that Nick has presided over a period of greater
change at Stowe than at any time since JF was headmaster. Words alone cannot adequately express the profundity
of my debt. | wish him and Lady Lyell great happiness as they continue to reinvent themselves - the word retirement
does not seem apt as | cannot see either of them slowing down just yet
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Sarah Bach

Sarah joined Stowe as a lacrosse coach in September 2006, having been recruited by the
English Lacrosse Association as part of their development programme. Sarah or ‘Miss America’
as the girls call her, has integrated herself fully into life here at Stowe and has been invaluable
on the lacrosse field. From the very start it was obvious that she could be trusted to run and
organise practices., umpire and coach teams and in fact very quickly took ownership of the
juniors and they, in turn, her. Her junior team have finished the season with the best record
of all Lacrosse Teams with nine wins and one loss.

She accompanied us on a ‘never to be forgotten ‘lacrosse tour to California where her insider
knowledge was invaluable particularly when it came to knowing the best outlet stores! There was a time when we
thought we had convinced her to stay for another year. but | think our weather. the size of her Stanhope room and
her desire to shop in places other than Buckingham town has persuaded her to return home.

Sarah has helped out in Physical Education, Languages. invigilated during busy exam periods and has done a regular
evening duty in Lyttelton, More importantly, however, she was part of the victorious staff Lacrosse team that won a
trophy at the Mixed Clubs and Colleges Tournament in March. Let's hope her replacement is as talented as we look
to defend our trophy next year

Pamela Burgham

Pamela has been Matron in Cobham House since September 2003. During that time she has
helped both the Housemasters for whom she has worked improve the fabric of the House.
usually through her persistence in seeking out everything from painters to curtains. Always
prepared to ‘roll up her sleeves’, Pamela has run an effective team of domestic staff who
maintain high standards of service for the boys. She has also taken an interest in their lives
and she likes to be in touch with their academic and extra-curricular life so that she can add
her praise and comments in her contact with the Cobhamites. Always prepared to ‘go the
extra yard', Pamela has earned the boys affection because nothing is ever too much trouble, |
as those she has taken for haircuts, got watch straps mended for, taken to get DVDs and so

on will testify. Cobham will miss Pamela, but we wish her well as she moves onto Woldingham School.

Lucy Clewes-Garner

Lucy Clewes-Garner came to Stowe in September 2005 to assist with physical education and
soon proved herself to be extremely able and well suited to a teaching environment. The
weights room was well run and managed by Lucy. However she had only been here three
months when she was asked to take over as a third form tutor and to be the Lyttelton under
house mistress. This sudden change of events did not seem to daunt her, and was especially
welcomed by me. She earned the respect of the pupils rapidly and has proved to be invaluable
in pastoral situations. Lucy cares about her tutees and enjoys being with teenagers which is
important when constantly surrounded by the demands of the boarding house. | have really
enjoyed working with her and it has been great to have someone so reliable at hand.

Her degree in sports science has enabled her to start her PGCE this year although her teaching skills had already been
tested as she has coached and refereed hockey, netball and lacrosse. She also accompanies the teams when they travel
to matches and tournaments and maintains order and discipline. In addition Lucy has taken on voluntary roles like
keeping the Lyttelton website up to date where she has proved to be creative and knowledgeable

We wish Lucy well in her new teaching career and she will leave a gap in Lyttelton. She has made many friends at
Stowe and seems to have enjoyed a good number of social events, so | hope she will stay in touch.

George Ford

George Ford joined Stowe as the only full-time historian in January 2003 after a History with
French degree from U. of Sussex and teaching at Buckingham School. He became the Head of
History in 2004 and has ably administered the Department ever since. Known as 'Gorgeous

George' by certain members of the Common Room, he will be missed for his conviviality, his
liendish walking pace and good-humour on Pitt Society Trips and by the Stoics for enthusiasm |
for shooting. We wish him well in his new post as Head of History at Truro High School for

Girls and those Common Room members are looking forward to seeing him on his surf board
in the Cornish breakers.
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Frances Green

Frances Green came to Stowe from Framlingham College in 1990 to teach History and Latin
and to be in charge of our external examinations system. Her talents were many — she also
taught English and Classics at different points in her Stowe career — and she was Tutor to large

numbers of Stoics, in Temple first of all, and subsequently in Chatham where the Third Form
were kept in line by her for many years.

It must be as Examinations Officer. however, that the greatest number of Stoics over the years
will remember FMG. Her role grew rapidly from the start. and with the introduction of AS level
exams. not to mention a continuous stream of new instructions from the various examination
boards. she had an immense job on her hands. Her superb efficiency kept both staff and pupils
in order, however, and her brisk. no-nonsense emails to us all ensured that each year Stowe received glowing reports
from the examination inspectors. Candidates knew that they crossed FMG at their peril. and her blunt, straight-

talking approach — always tempered by a smile and a twinkle in her eye — meant that problems were rapidly sorted
out and disasters averted

Equally significant was FMG's role in the musical life of the school. Her clear, soprano voice was the backbone of the
Chapel Choir from her first day at Stowe, and no Director of Music can have had a more reliable supporter — if he
hadn't been married to her already. |JCG would doubtless have made an honest woman of her in a very short space
of time. FMG was always motivated by her Christian faith as much as by a love of choral music, and there is no doubt
that the concept of service underpinned all her varied roles at Stowe. Even whilst undergoing cancer treatment she

continued to teach and organise examinations, and both her determination and learming will be greatly missed
throughout the school.

We like to think, however, that come the next round of examinations, she will be smiling quietly to herself at home

in Cumbnria, reading yet another ot her many books, exercising her culinary talents with her new Aga and wishing us
luck - knowing that we will need it without her.

John Green

John Cooper Green came to Stowe in the January of 1991 from Framlingham College in Suffolk
where he had been a popular and highly successful Director of Music whilst also being

involved with the Aldeburgh festival. directing its Chamber Choir which was established by
the musical greats Benjamin Britten & Peter Pears.

JCG's mission at Stowe was made very clear by Jeremy Nichols. He was to put Stowe music
on the map. so that every Stoic had the opportunity to experience as broad a musical
spectrum as possible. A spectacular West Side Story whetted the appetite of the large cast
demonstrating what the future may hold for Stowe music and in the last 17 years, JCG has
dedicated his life at Stowe to creating and maintaining excellence in every musical aspect.

Within his first year John established a large Chapel Choir, and introduced a weekly congregational hymn practice
The choir's enviable national reputation 1s well known in other public schools and they have performed in many
prestigious venues and, of course, led the magical candle lit Carol Service in addition to large scale school concerts
- many raised vast sums of money for charities. His incredible work establishing perhaps the finest Prep School's
Choral Day here 1s immense, and it is a fact that with over 600 prep school children visiting Stowe, it has now
become one of our biggest marketing successes for new pupils. It is also worth remembering that before his complete
restructuring of the music calendar with some 40+ events in the year, including the quite spectacular Mozart Trio

Prize for the school’s most advanced instrumentals, the aptly names’ Pupils Concert’ was the only concert at Stowe
which featured performances by Stoics.

JCG's chapel practices are legendary. | cannot think of many colleagues., musical or otherwise who would have the
wit or gravitas within the community to lead a chapel full of Stoics (who could arrive on mass in a varety of
temperaments...) without the presence of any other master.

Dinner ‘n" Jazz and Summer Jazz were started by JCG and are real highlights in the school calendar, and tickets easily
sell out a term in advance

As well as being an outstanding leader of a growing music department, John consistently demonstrated he was first
and foremost an outstanding schoolmaster. He has been Under-Housemaster to Cobham before moving to Lyttleton

as a sixth form tutor. Many of his tutees have gone on to great things: he has supported them all in every part of
Stowe life.

Stoics and colleagues that have taken the time to get to know JCG "off duty” will recognise just how much of a live
wire he can be. His performances in Common Room productions were terrifically entertaining, especially as the loud
mouthed and absurd ].B. Biggley in their most recent production of "How to Succeed in Business without really
trying’. Aside from his huge contribution to the extra curricular music and dramatic productions here John has
remained a first rate teacher. His lessons are meticulously prepared and researched in order that pupils of all abilities
gain considerably. His attention to detail i1s impeccable, and this is probably why he has been such valued member
of the calendar committee, mapping even Stowe’s busiest days with a reassuring confidence

The Stowe community will be sorry to bid farewell to someone who has given an enormous amount to this school
It remains a great shame that the woefully equipped Roxburgh Hall is all Stowe has publicly to show for the eftorts
of such a dedicated and inspirational person. We wish John and Frances every happiness in retirement within the
idyllic surrounding of the North Lakes.
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Brendan Hogan

Leaving us as a Mathematician, Brendan joined as a Physicist. Currently a Walpole Tutor,
Brendan is also in charge of driving lessons, though not, mercifully, as an instructor. Over the
years and between his skiing holidays, Brendan has been attached to Chatham, Grenville and
Bruce and involved in golf, coached athletics and squash. His appreciation of music improved
considerably following his marriage to Zoe Fairbairn in November 2006. Brendan has served
for many years on the Common Room Committee as Treasurer. His departure leaves a big gap
in the Maths Department and the Common Room where his frank exchanges will be missed.
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Jonathan Kingston

It was always my fear that JRK would leave Stowe before | retired, but fortunately for me the
two things have coincided. Stowe was the first teaching post for |JRK and he came here straight
from having completed a PCCEd at Oxlord Brookes. | knew that from his interview that he was
a very accomplished organist, he had been Assistant Organist of Bradford Cathedral, but we
were soon to discover that he i1s an outstanding schoolmaster both in and outside the
classroom.

As Chapel Organist he has been a joy to work with and his accompaniments are always
painstakingly and meticulously prepared. They have lifted the choir to perform with even
greater spirit and enhanced musicianship and his accompanying of the hymns is consummate.

Although |JRK would describe himself first and foremost as a traditional Church musician he is alse at home in other
areas. Several times he conducted the school orchestra with great energy and verve. He played the piano in Jazz Band
with accomplished artistry and rhythmic pizzazz. always ready to fill in any hole in the texture with a stunning
improvisation. Three times he directed musicals: “Camelot”, "How to succeed in Business™ and then the finest thing
| have seen or heard at Stowe “Les Miserables”.

JRK is a superb teacher and a notice in his classroom, done by a student, stating that “"Music with JRK is fun” bears
testament to the enthusiasm for the subject which he has engendered in his pupils. His lessons have always been
enjoyable and his skills as a musician, along with his passion for the subject and great sense of humour, have ensured
that the Stoics were never bored.

Outside the classroom JRK has been a much respected tutor, first of all in Grenville and then as under- housemaster
of Bruce. He also helped with swimming and ran the RAF section which led to a number of housemen referring to
him as "Biggles”, | had much more respect and with due deference acknowledged him as the Wing Commander. |RK
has been as respected and popular with his colleagues as with the Stoics. He is the life and soul of any party and few
will have escaped his sharp wit. He is the master of mimicry and caricatures of many members of past and present
Common Room would frequently come out in company.
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Kathleen McKee

Onginally from St. Louis. Missouri, Kathleen was the |6th Stowe-Harvard Fellow during the
2006-07 academic year. Studying English and Amerncan Literature and Languages. she
graduated magna cum laude and used her intellectual talents at Stowe by teaching Third form
history, extension classes for those wishing to study English at university, some politics. and
the Critical Thinking AS-Level course. Outside of lessons she was always busy coaching
rowing. pursuing her own interests in athletics and cycling. and ably helping out in Nugent
House

Kathleen also assisted with the Pitt Society and will be accompanying 20 students and three other staff on this year's
return trip to Prague, Vienna and Budapest. Kathleen is returning to the US in July to focus on her chosen career
path and hopes to continue her pre-medical studies next year. We would like to thank Kathleen for all her hard work
over the last year and wish her good luck in her future endeavours.

-~ -F'I——rﬂ —
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Elspeth Mullineux

Elspeth Mullineux. or ‘Mrs M’ has she has been known to generations of Stoics. has been a stalwart
of the Art Department since she arrived at Stowe in 1975. Though she was onginally charged with
running Ceramics and then O Level Dress-making with the (then) new girls (the theory being taught
round her kitchen table). she faced the greater challenge of running Creative Textiles for both sexes.

With all manner of techniques and decoration (even by the artistically-challenged) the creative
explosion she engendered led to much consumer-satisfaction among a wide range of Stoics as tie:
dye drapes or silk-paintings hung on study walls. furry cushions propped up on beds, furry dice
- : dangled in cars and even fancy-dress for ‘those' parties etc. Very often the girls wore their most
Stunnlng creations at the Leavers' Balls and she was instrumental in the choice and design of the new Junior School uniforms.
both sartonal testaments to her nimble fingers and professional understanding of fabrics and design. Often. Elspeth worked
late into the night on costumes and props for Congreve, Staff and House plays. at the same time as providing support for
Textile projects in Design Technology. Over many years. she even housed hundreds of exam-clash candidates or rusticated
Stoics, providing lessons in table manners of which their parents would be proud

What many Stoics may not have appreciated is that she often created the wondrous floral arrangements for Chapel, Open
Days and the Leavers' Ball and that she also researched. designed and made the Stowe Flag that flies so proudly on the School
Birthday (I Ith May) and Speech Day and which will now be flown on the Coninthian Arch. We shall miss her quiet wisdom
in her upper room of the Art School, her sympathetic and discrete ear for generations of Stoics. their troubles sometimes
emerging in the colourful mess of tie-dyeing or grappling with sewing on buttons or ironing

All three of her children Kate, James and Nicholas were Stoics so the family connection with Stowe will continue. We wish
her all the best in her much-deserved retirement. thankful that she is not so far away and that we will continue to see her in
church and the grounds, and profoundly grateful that Elspeth gave so much unstintingly to Stowe

Holly Owen-Frawley

Holly Owen-Frawley, a Bristol graduate, joined the English Department at Stowe in September
2006, having successfully completed her PGCE at Cambridge University the previous summer
from the outset, her dedication was clearly apparent: in addition to teaching English to five
sets. she became actively involved in debating and public speaking, the Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme and girls’ gymnastics. Her support of Stowe and her students was evident in
the frequency with which she attended Literary Society meetings. accompanied theatre trips
and cheered on sports-fixtures from the touchline. We wish her happiness and success as she
leaves us to take up a position at St. Mary's, Ascott.

Nathan Phillips

NGP arrived at Stowe in 2004 as a replacement for two extremely experienced Chemistry
teachers, both of whom were previous Heads of Department. As such, the expectations upon
him to maintain academic performance could not have been much greater. That he has so
comprehensively filled the shoes of two accomplished teachers is a testament to his intellect
and to his strong sense of purpose in the classroom. His clear expectations of both pupils and
staff mark him out clearly as a classic Schoolmaster. aware that a sometimes steely exterior
and a real concern for his pupils’ success are far from mutually exclusive. Stowe has been very

much the better for this presence and this extends beyond the excellent examination results
that he has helped his students to achieve.

As Under Housemaster of Cobham. his firm. fair and genuinely caring relationship with the boys has a legacy in the
form of his tutor group. whom he has helped mould from shaky beginnings into an excellent year, involved in all
walks of school life. Clear in his ideas. it 1s to his great credit that he has welcomed a new Housemaster, embraced
new ways and been unfailingly loyal and supportive. Cobham. too. will miss him.

On the sports’ field. he has coached the U 16 Colts and Yearlings as well as helping out with the 7's squads He has
been a committed and dedicated member of the Rugby staff and. despite coming from the far bank of the Severn. has
brought a wealth of knowledge to the Stoics he has coached.

The Land of His Fathers i1s calling him back and he leaves three very difficult holes to fill. To each of his roles. he has
brought professionalism and humanity and neither Stoic, nor staff could have asked for more.

Victoria Ryan

Victoria Ryan joined the Stowe School common room in September 2001 from Tudar Hall She
worked under three heads of department in the Drama and Theatre Studies Department
including David Barr, Tony Meredith and Nick Bayley. She also taught English up to GCSE level
and enjoyed pastoral responsibilities as a tutor in Temple and Cobham as well as being under
housemistress in Lyttelton. She was actively involved in the coaching of Hockey and was part
of two D of E tnpa to Scatland She will be remembered for her two |umor C ongreve
productions of "Macbeth and Bugsy Malone as well as her participation in the staff
musical, How to Suceed in Business Without Really Trying  We wish her and her family all
the best as she moves onto Downe House School to be a Housemistress in one of the lower sixth boarding houses
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Robert Secret

RJSS came to Stowe in 1977 for what he thought would be only a few years. he leaves as our
present longest serving member of Common Room. How fortunate Stowe was to employ a
musician of his calibre as Head of strings. a person of such high musical standards who could
really inspire our students to perform with skill and passion. RJSS went to the Royal Academy of ’ i’
Music as a violinist but soon switched to the Viola, an instrument for which he gained a national
reputation and he could have easily pursued a career as either an Orchestral or Chamber Music
player or even as a soloist. Fortunately for us he chose to stay at Stowe.

Whilst within the department R)SS has continued to give solo recitals as a Viola player and
performed in the Purcell Room. He 1s in great demand as a conductor, for many years he
conducted the Oxford Symphony Orchestra, has been guest conductor of the English Chamber Orchestra and still
conducts the Oxford Harmonic Society. He greatly enjoys playing Chamber Music and we have enjoyed many
concerts with him playing with our own team of musicians or with the Maurizi Ensemble in the Sunday evening
concerts in the State Music Room.

RJSS has done much to foster good relations with the immediate locality and he is of course best known for bringing
the school to national musical prominence with the Stowe opera. something which he entirely masterminded and
brought to fruition.

Despite all these things R|SS has thrown himself whole heartedly into the life of a boarding school master. For many

years he was a tutor in Lyttelton House and then, when that House became a Girls’ House, he moved to Cobham where ., -
his work as a lower school tutor has been much appreciated. R]SS has always been someone who truly cares about

young people and Stoics have gained much from his wise advice and pastoral care.

Although | will not be here | am sure that the Music Department will seem strange without R|SS. His sage like words
and his longevity at Stowe has made him the “father” figure of the department. Robert and his wife Gillian are both very
much going to be missed and | am thankful that they have been with me throughout my tenure as Director of Music.

K Fdhn s | ) |

Andrew Shackleton

Andrew Shackleton came to Stowe at short notice to fill in for a year in the Design Department.
He has contributed to both the department and has also been involved in the Duke of
Edinburgh's Award Scheme. Within the department, Andrew has taught the third form. GCSE
Graphics and Resistant Materials and finally Graphics at A level. It has been a great pleasure to -
work with Andrew, and he managed to fill a gap in the department in the midnight hour. We

wish Andrew all the best for his future career in teaching and we are all jealous of the the new

post he has found in Thailand.

Stephanie Sherman

Stephanie came to Stowe in September 2005 as the 15th Stowe-Harvard fellow. Originally
from Albany, New York, she has travelled extensively and spent some of her childhood in
places as diverse as Bulgana and Chile. Whilst at Harvard she majored in History of Science,
also focused on pre-medical studies and Spanish, and played for Harvard women's rugby team.
a passion she has continued to foster while in the UK, playing for Buckingham and Thames
Valley teams. Stephanie settled quickly into Nugent as Under-Housemistress and over two
years taught history, biology, US Politics, and maths with incisive knowledge and unflappable
teaching style, as well as coaching rugby, athletics and even a bit of lacrosse. In her first year
at Stowe, Stephanie helped run the cross-curricular Pitt Society and accompanied Francine
Smith, Crispin Robinson and George Ford on their 10 day trip across central Europe with 20 Stoics. In 2006-07.
Stephanie led XX Group. a society for lower school scholars. and mentored them through their very successful
iIndependent research projects, which were presented to the school and staff in March 2007. - -

On her return to the US, Stephanie will attend the University of Michigan (apparently an American football-mad 4 |
school with its own 100,000 seater stadium) to study for a post-graduate degree in medicine. We wish her good
luck and hope to see her at Stowe again at some point in the future.

Miss Fran. B o -

Kate Webster

| Kate Webster came to Stowe to as the Supervisor for the weight training room. In this role,
she has helped many Stoics with their development of personal training programmes.
specifically designed to help them in their particular sports. Her advice has been well received
and her protessional approach to the role has lead to a committed and industrious atmosphere
in this ever popular part of the school. Her talents are wide ranging. having represented
Birmingham University Ladies Rugby Club at Twickenham, and played netball throughout her
time her for Milton Keynes. Kate has also assisted with the coaching of the |st team in netball.
_ Physical Education lessons and athletics. She has also contributed to the pastoral life at Stowe
by doing a regular duty in Nugent House. Her approachable and consistently happy demeanour has been much
appreciated. We wish Kate well with her future plans. which include a return to Birmingham University to do a PGCE
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Lord Lyell’s Speech

Speech by the Chairman of the Governors
of Stowe School

The Rt Hon the Lord Lyell of Markyate QC
Speech Day 26 May 2007

Headmaster, Sir Matthew Pinsent, Stoics and Old Stoics, Lords. Ladies and Gentleman
Welcome to Speech Day 2007.

This 1s my last Speech Day. It reminds me of a painting holiday run by wife when a charming old man. who was
normally very appreciative, came up to her with a very solemn face. "Susanna.” he said. “| have a complaint.” She
looked anxiously at him.

"You make the time go too fast”. Those of you who are leaving this year after five years may feel the same. Your time
at Stowe has gone too fast. Well. | am leaving after six years as Chairman and it is 50 years since | left Stowe in
March 1957 to go into National Service and then to Oxford. All those years. seem. looking back, to have gone
astonishingly fast.

But this 1s a time of transition. Such times are times not only to look back on your years at Stowe, but for us all to
look forward.

This is a very exciting time at Stowe. Building on the achievements of those who came before us, you have been living
through the biggest developments in the School since the 1930s. School numbers will be 682 in the coming year,
the largest it has ever been, and are in the middle of growing from 600 three years ago to 752 when the academic
year 2008/9 begins in just over |12 months time, an increase of 20%. The School will then be fully co-ed. 508 boys
and 244 girls. Boarding House | (we have not yet given it a name) which you see before you today, down by the
Chapel, and which after half term you will see emerged from its scaffolding, opens this September. Such is our
conhidence that Governors have decided to crack straight on with Boarding House 2 to open in September 2008,

These developments are not only exciting for us in the School. They are catching attention in the country as a whole.
It was just five years ago that the Good Schools Guide described Stowe as back on its pedestal. Nine months ago
Headmaster, you were selected by the Tatler as Headmaster of the Year. | hope you will tell us of the exciting
comments to be found in Country Life magazine and the choice by the famous Grosvenor House Antiques Fair in
London’s Park Lane to make Stowe the backdrop centre stage to their forthcoming great exhibition in June

Academic standards are moving up. You may have seen in The Column, the photograph, last year, of those at AS level
the Lower Sixth, where 79% of the Chemistry got all A grades. Drama, Art, and Music are all flourishing, What an
outstanding performance we witnessed in Chapel this morning from Craig Green playing Greig's piano concerto, and
Lara-Clare Bourdeaux thank you and the choir for your lovely singing of the Mendelssohn. John Green (Director of
Music who leaves at the end of term) you leave us on a "high’!

This is also a time for saying thank you and in a moment | will do so. My thankyous will also reflect the fact that the
School has sound finances. The increase in the size of the school means that we make better use of our infrastructure
and resources. It helps us to plough back and develop those resources with new pitches, new classrooms. bette
boarding accommodation, for boys as well as girls. We are pulling ourselves up by our boot straps. or should | say.
by our own exertions. It is a wonderful foundation for our ambitious plans for big items like the New Music School
and then a new Art School. | have seen Rick Mather’s plans for the Music School and they are stunning. So can |
say thank you to all of you for your support for the Campaign for Stowe which has got off to such a brilliant start
All that money Is positive. None of it will be wasted. It is marvellous to see the alumni spirit, that spirit which
inspires those who have carried away with them the spirit of Stowe, here today and afar, parents, former pupils and
supporters far and wide, reinvigorating that spirit with their generosity, your generosity.

Now my specific thankyous. The Heart of any school. no matter how wonderful its buildings or beautiful its grounds.
and none can be more beautiful than ours. lies in people. in our academic staff and our support staff. | shall miss you
all. | thank you not only for the wonderful efforts that you put in. For the excitement that you bring to the subjects
you teach. | was looking only last night at our website. | was brilliantly taught when | was here but looking at, say.
the opportunities today in Chemistry or History or so many subjects, what fun it would be again. And | shall miss
our discussions at breakfast before Governors' meetings and at our Staff/Governors’ dinners
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Also, may | mention specifically our Bursar, Rupert Litherland, and everyone in his team of support staff? You do a
magnificent job. And may | also mention your wives, or spouses | should say. The Terms are busy and the hours are
long and your support 1s hugely appreciated. As to the Bursar, | should tell you that the Bursar and | are in the same
boat. This last year both of us have been, as motoring enthusiasts might say. in the body shop. Whether he or | have
been wholly obedient patients | will not comment upon but can | say a particular thank you to you, Rupert, for your
tireless eftorts on our behalf. May | also mention my fellow Governors. It is not seen by many what goes on behind
the scenes In helping to guide our finances, chairing the Education committee, keeping watch on the enormous
building and works activities, liaising with our cherished partners the Stowe House Preservation Trust and the
National Trust, keep a watch on Health and Safety, jointly leading the Campaign for Stowe and supervising and
driving forward our external commercial activities through SSES. These big commitments are all carried out voluntarily.

May | take this opportunity to introduce my successor as Chairman, Christopher Honeyman Brown, who is not only
a tormer Chairman of the Old Stoic Society but has been a Governor since 1993 and has given invaluable support on
the financial side. His dedication to Stowe cannot be overstated. Christopher, we are very lucky to have you. And our
new Vice Chairman, Air Vice Marshall Marten van der Veen, former Fellow and Bursar of Balliol College Oxford, who
brings great knowledge and experience and generosity with his time and will play a leading role in our liaison with
both Stowe House Preservation Trust and the National Trust.

finally, and before | ask him to speak to us. may | say a profound thankyou to our Headmaster, Anthony Wallersteiner
and to Valerie too. | can only tell you that working with Anthony over these past four years has been a joy. His vigour
and enthusiasm and wealth of ideas and tireless energy has been thrilling. And, as has been my association with all
of you, enormous fun. The essence of Headmastership is leadership. Anthony you are leading us in a direction which
IS going to make, indeed i1s making, Stowe one of the great schools of the Western world.
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In coming to Stowe, each and every one of us has been propelled into an environment
that nurtures and actively encourages personal excellence

As many of my friends will know, my love of sport has made me fiercely competitive and
passionate about success and | firmly believe that every individual has the capacity to
succeed. All Stoics should recognise the opportunities available to them and have the
COurage (o embrace personal !.‘haih’*ﬂf_ﬁ and extend experience beyond their comiorl
zone. because this is the best way to learn and develop. It is easier to come to Stowe and let matters take their course

however Stowe does encourage Its students to be authentic, to be true to themselves. through personal motivatior

= =

opportunity as Head boy on behalf of the school to thank the Common Room for their efforts and commitment
dunng the academic year. One thing | have learned 1s the importance of support and the necessity ol listening to

At Stowe we are so lucky to have teaching stalf that are so willing to help and guide us; | would like to take this

]

us through what are occasionally difficult times. | have mentioned the importance of the teaching staff, but am aware
that Stowe i1s underpinned by a dedicated team of ancillary stall. As a representative of the student body | would like
to convey our thanks to the staff in the kitchens. ground staff. administrative and domestic staff. to all those who

help contribute to the smooth functioning of our community.

advice and using this to learn. | cannot express enough my sincerest thanks to all who have guided us and supported

Stowe Is entering uncharted territory by now being fully co-educational. the school has never been so clean, the boys
now showering twice a day and grooming one's self to attend early morning chapel

The sweet smell of Armani is preferable to that of ripe games kit!!!
On a serious note we welcome this change and look torward to the next stage in Stowe's continued development

In February of this year Stowe managed to produce two very contrasting but equally flamboyant events. The first
showcased some of our most talented Stowe musicians and limmy Barnes. who | have reliably been informed by the
Australian gap students i1s the Oz equivalent of our very own Rod Stewart. This concert started off what wa

weekend of extravagance and glamour culminating in the event in aid of |DRF

| plan to pursue a career in management and this year in particular | have recognised the importance of strong and
purposelul leadership. | have learned in management that not everything flows smoothly. This job 1s not without Its
challenges but you will gain respect and support, if you are fair and have clear vision and direction. You cannot please
everyone but true conviction to achieve your objectives will bring people on board

As a commumty. | would like to thank all of those friends who made me and other new arrivals so welcome. The
strength of Stowe 1s accepting everyone for who they are and the willingness to recognise the success of others. It
was refreshing to witness students congratulating other students for achievement

This is part of the positive ethos and mutual support within the school body
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| joined Stowe two years ago from St Andrews School Turi, Kenya, where | had spent the
previous six years. Although | was accustomed to boarding school, | was new in a very
different country and an unfamiliar culture. On looking back it was perhaps a somewhat
daring move, but it has been immensely rewarding and thoroughly worthwhile.

| am grateful to have been part of the changes that Stowe is currently undergoing. from the introduction of more girls
to the extension and updating of current facilities

This past year has been exciting as well as challenging. and certainly not without its unexpected moments and
gratitying episodes. It has taught me the spirit of encouragement, particularly from peers, the importance of
diplomacy and the need and rewards of perseverance. As any member of an institution, organisation or society itself,
we cannot expect change and progress if we ourselves are unwilling to persist and not deviate from our cause. Stoics,
you have to initiate any change you see fit, by taking the matter into your hands, and remaining dedicated to it. As
you make the most of your opportunities here, remember that what you can give to Stowe goes beyond academics,
sport and music. Your attitude and commitment count for just as much. and these entities remain tangible and
invaluable to the development of Stowe. | am confident that Stowe will continue to move forward and reach greater
heights of potential.

Stowe has enjoyed yet another year of sporting successes., musical achievements and memorable drama
performances. Fundraising for charitable causes has also been a focus with the Jimmy Barnes Concert, Model Student
Fashion Show and Stars in their Eyes concert all taking place in a single term. Congratulations to those who
coordinated and participated in these events and thanks to the Stoics, staft and parents for their continued support
which i1s very much appreciated. | wish those who continue to raise money for charity over the course of the rest of
the year all the best

Thank you to all teaching staff, who deserve more thanks and recognition than they receive for their enduring
dedication to the task of educating our young and growing minds. It takes patience, tolerance and emphatic drive to
do what you do everyday. Thank you, Headmaster, for providing me this opportunity of responsibility and leadership
in service to the Stowe community. | extend my gratitude to Rory and all prefects with whom it has been rewarding
to work with. Thank you, Mrs Gracie, for your continued encouragement, support and guidance throughout my time
here. Thank you Rev Jackson for the genuine compassion you show to all.

| am extremely grateful for my experiences
here, for how | have grown in knowledge
and understanding and for all the support |
have received from various parties over the
last two years. Thank you to all my friends
who have kept me grounded and on a
promising path.

Leavers, we all leave here consummate and
established individuals. The broad range of
future paths we have chosen surely reflects
this. It 1s my hope that we take from what
we have learnt here as we move towards
new and exciting prospects

| wish all those who are leaving Stowe
paramount success and a fruitful future




Prefects

= & Nick Allen (Chandos)
| Sports in general. particularly cricket and rugby. films. going out with friends

| don't really have a favounte but | have a collection of over two hundred DVD s and tive

thousands different songs
Prefects’ supper
Reaching the second day (last |6 out ol 150 schools) ol Rosslyn Park last year which

1s the biggest rugby sevens tournament in the world
| am an outgoing, laid back kind of guy who loves to socialise and be with friends and family. Next year | hope to
! go to umversity in Manchester to study Physiotherapy then once | have graduated | would like to join the army
entering the medical core, after a time in the army | would like to get involved with a professional rugby or cricket side where | can
continue to be involved in sport and my love for the game

Catriona Beadel, Chapel Warden and Club Monitor (Nugent)

Chilled out music, hockey & lacrosse. trying to be creative with words. piano, friends etc. listening to the
truthful words of Chris Price
The Lord of the Rings Pnde and Prejudice ' ‘One man and his guitar” stuff- Jack
Savoretti, Scott Matthews. David ford
Allowed out til ||
| Sometime in late autumn term of L6 when | realised there was a God. Winning

Coldstream Cup in L6

Next year | plan to go to either Bristol University or Impernial College London to read Geology. . where | go depends
on how well the marvellous A-levels go (fingers-crossed!) | am quite an interesting person. | guess. living life as much to the full as |
can. and trying to enjoy it

Lara-Clare Bourdeaux, Prefect of Stoic Council (Lyttelton)

Drama and theatre, languages, music, travelling

‘ Romeo and Juliet (the madern one). The Notebook Naughts and Crosses trilogy by Malorie
Blackman

| Senior Prefects’ breakfast
Being in four fantastic performances of Senior Congreve's Les Miserables (March 2006)

This summer | am going to Tanzama for a month to teach in schools and do community projects. In September |
am going to Manchester University (provided | get two Bs in my A-levels) to study French and Spanish, a language
which i1s new to me. The third year of the course involves travelling to Spain, France, South America or wherever |
can speak these languages that take my fancy. | intend to continue with singing which 1s my passion. so I'll see where that takes me.

Rory Brabant, Head Boy (Bruce)

Playing sport, travelling, flying etc....

M The Thomas Crown Affair is incredible!!!!! - Living Dangerously by Ranulph Fiennes

Being able to walk through Power House Yard
Being made Head Boy in my first year. Putting on the charity fashion show with Ned

Boyd
It 1s very dithicult to know exactly what | am going to do, but it 1s something along the lines of. Signing on
professionally with Northampton Saints and hopelfully gaining my first cap in the process; Learning to fly within
the next three years with the RAE, moving on to umiversity and doing a degree in Management, and then
ultimately lead to a career in property and business

George Coote, Library Prefect (Chatham)

Rugby. Inends. having a good time

' Green Mile, Silence of the Lambs. Gladiator. 300 Perflume by Patrnick Suskind

Prelects’ Supper
Having tngland rugby trials

During my Gap year | am going to France from September onwards to play rugby tor a Ist federal division club
called Blagnac, this will hopelully improve my rugby so that when | return to England | can pursue a professional
rugby career. | also want to become fluent in French while | am out there. When | return in April | am then going

travelling with Nick Anstee. We are going to as many countries as we can fit in until we either run out of money
or have to return to go to university

Sebastian d'Agar, Library Prefect (Temple)
football (Charlton). playing piano, singing
M Green Street 1/ Renaissance choral music, my own things. keane, killers and loads of other
stuft....and hymn 152 in Cantata Stoica The Lord of the Rings
Prefects’ supper
] Coming back in Lower 6th after thinking | had left after GCSEs
Well. I'm having a gap year. shaning the time between Malawi. South Alnca and in England. This autumn, I'm
spending 6 weeks at a penguin conservation centre in Cape Town. which will be good fun | want to be a vet
eventually. but haven't quite decided whether | want to go to unversity in South Alrica or England yet. Lived in ®=
Malawi since summer ‘06, 1t's a great country, always hot, anyone can wvisit me there!!

, Jonathan Eifer, Chapel Prefect(Grafton)
Watersking, Surfing, Wakeboarding, Windsurfing, Rugby. Jamming with my band, and abusing Jarmie Gray
| | Anchorman, The Green Mile or The Lord ol the Rings, depending on whether on what mood I'm

n, Renaissance. .1l King-ho changes this to "Post Modernism ™ | will lynch tum Tnumph of the Sun by
Wilbur Smith

Prefects’ Supper and my breathtaking waistcoats, which bring a little sparkle to everyone's lives, |

know
Happi ot Stowe Ooh, that's a toughie.. well, | suppose when | became a Prefect and then finally
progressing to big boy pants.
| am intending to get paid for bumming around in Cornwall this summer as a water-ski instructor and then getting a real job somewhere
else for a bit if someone will employ me (any takers?). Then. in January. | am jetting off to Gambia to teach in a primary school and help
the local Christian community for four months before bumming, yet again, around Europe, the Middle East and North Africa (Belgium,
Holland. Germany, Switzerland, Italy. Croatia, Austria, Hungary. Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, Synia. Jordan, Egypt. Morocco, Spain,
Portugal and France) with Jamie Gubbins. Then my travelling days will be over and I'll become a hermit in the Scottish Highlands. . .or
study law at Leeds and possibly become a barnister. . or solicitor. . .or wild man. . thing...whichever appeals at the time really
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Dnmmic Farr (Chatham)

Rugby football. tennis. hockey. history of art. going out partying with friends.

~ | Gladiator, the Sharpe series, Art Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci. Music | ke all music, hip hop.
R E: B.
¢ Prefects' Supper Happiesi 1 at Stowe When | got into the first teams for four sports.
I thnk that | am a happy, charming, hard working, DuthIﬂg guy. At the moment | am working very hard for my
A2 level exams in the summer, after which | am planning to have a gap year. In order to fund for travelling, firstly
| will work on a farm during the harvest in the summer and then hopefully working in London to gain experience
| Then with the money, | will travel around South America, Nimibia, Thailand, Burma etc. | have always wanted to
become fluent at Spanish, so spending 5 months in South America would be ideal to improve it. | am thoroughly looking forward to
gaining the experience with different cultures when | am working and travelling.

Jarnrt, Gray (Grafton)
Amusing ones self with friends, good times and just to enjoy life! Avoiding getting bored as it's the worst
Df all I1fe S gwmg:a
Anything which has an incredible beat and is pure Electro funk/ psy trance/ trip-hop: Etienne de |
{"rm y. . Blex Gopher. The Similou. R)D2. AiM. D] Shadow. Hot Chip. Mr Scruff. Mr Chuckles, M.A.N.D.Y Booka Shade,
Jona, Jacques Le Cont, Venetian Snares etc etc.
Dodgeball, Top Gun, Italian Job, Great Escape. A Bridge too Far
Just William, Biggles, Flashman, Famous Five, Secret Seven, The Cat in the Hat, Tintin, Where's Wally, Jennings
Prefects' mess until my PS2 got nicked
Sixth Form
| am going to have an epic gap year, visiting Argentina, Thailand etc.

Tristan Hirst (Chatham)
| song writing, playing the drums, watersports and live music. |

| tternal Sunshine Music Bifty Clyro Book The Catcher in the Rye. A
Prelect Privi Bemg able to wear a stripey jumper with my suit.
H t Mo . Winning the cross country in the Lower Sixth felt pretty good, and | was really pleased | y A1

organmri lhe hrsl Unplugged concert after it went so well. Scoring the first Stowe try of the season on the South
Front and going to the nationals for high jump in the Third Form.

Next year I'm studying music technology at Lancaster (as long as | get the required grades), | decided not to take |
a gap year because | thought I'd enjoy not having to work too much and never get to university. | am excited about |
moving on but as soon as | leave Stowe | know that I'll miss it.

Clar{- Jackson (Lyttelton)
'+ Lacrosse, county tiddlywinks, learning Mongolian in my spare time, declaring war on red cups 6
'ovie Haunted House starning Eddie Murphy as an estate agent... NOT!
‘Walkmg on grass
r St Getting picked for the Lyttelton House chess team, competition was tough this year.
My ulan for next year is engineering at Oxford whilst simultaneously pursuing a career as a hippie.

Katie Kosciuczyk (Lyttelton)
Prefect duties

Shm}ttng Dogs. Bedknobs and Broomsticks, Blow Art Romilly's Art Book The Cement Garden

P Preluta Supper

PP il Stowe The summer and the snow

| havent applied fDr uni yet and so taking a gap year and living in London until January, hopefully getting a job.
| Then | will be travelling the world and going to South America, starting off with a charity organisation before - A

= &

experiencing a bit more of South America and the Rio carnival. Then | will hopefully head to India as well as a few —
other stops along the way.

King-ho Leung, Head of Events and Prefect of Sixth Form Club (Walpole)
| Pamt Ing: conceptual art. creative writing, metaphysics, theatre, listening to the lies of Chris Price
| Mainly arthouse stuff. .. Kar-wai Wong, Roman Polansk:, Michelangelo Antonioni
' Eliasson. Kosuth. vanious conceptualists, Rothko, Turner... mine?
+ My favourite book in the Bible is Ecclesiastes; Wittgenstein's Tractatus although it's not quite metaphysical
| Wailrmg on lakes
Setting the record of attendance in the Dobinson Theatre with Mr Moule’s Black
Comedy and then breaking it the HF,xt year with Untitled, a play | wrote, directed and was called “a genius™ for.
‘The Voice' was released when | was the editor in Lower 6th

| am not entirely sure how the future lies before me after messing up my UCAS applications: | need 2 passes to do the Byam Shaw Art
Foundation at Central Saint Martins, which I'll do if my A Levels go well and reapply to Umni afterwards. more ambitiously, If they don't
go quite well, | might read Philosophy or Physics at King's College London. If | fail. um. .. let’s not go there... | might just be dead before
all of that anyway

Harry McCorkell, Head ot Admissions and Pretect ot Stoic Council (Walpole)
Salling, shooting and fishing. .. oh yeah, listening to the lies of Chnis Price,
The Thomas Crown Allair |
r German Romantic
- Eye ol the tiger by Wilbur Smith —
Prefects” Supper
ermmg the Coldstream Cup the first ime in Mr. Moule's final term (2005)

During my gap year | am g T_ir'i{:; qualihed as a protessional skipper on the Isle ol ‘Wltht | will then fly to Oman to
do some scuba diving b ? e moving on to New Zealand where | will do « EmrIPf work. | will then travel around and
try to get a teel for thv culture ol the :‘ra,ilj: | II -*Tf}p -.-f in Catlormia to do some F-.JF.’-IHH on my way home. In the summer of next year
| will attempt to race fron ' astle to as far south as | can get on £50 without using public transport

=5 o _.-'r-..-"\--
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Prefects

Toby Marshall, Head of Buildings and Grounds (Walpole)
MusIC. readmg_ istening to the hes of Chns Price. and art (though | don't think aimless doodling rea
constitutes. . ). Creating in general
Warhol, Manet ! Bad Religion. Muse, Idlewild. The Fratellis and Rage Against the Machine
Mainly rock but I'm partial to some other stuff too. */ Dr. Strangelove
That special black tie prefects’ supper was damn good Other than that the regular Monday night
get-mgﬂhﬁr 1S great

- Hard to choose. performing in the Walpole House Plays (Black Comedy & Untitled)

- E
W i.
y - Dinner and Jazz and the Unplugged gigs are definitely up there. Being appointed Head of Buildings and Grounds

probably takes it though

My next year 1s nothing as interesting as McCorkell's sounds. .. someone once described me as lackadaisical, so maybe | |l play to my
strengths. | do however plan to do something and will do the epic race across England with a couple of Walpole chums

jul:an Nesbitt (Chandos)
Passionate about Monosking. | am a waterski instructor. | also love playing tenmis and rugby
Lord of The Rings
Prﬂfu:ts supper
Setting up school wakeboard and watersk: club
| am going to study medicine at Bristol University and hope to go into surgery

Rebecca Nicholl, Library Prefect (Lyttelton)
Sdmn;__ sewing, music, reading
Gone With The Wind, Pride and Prejudice
Lﬂne With The Wind. Brideshead Revisited, War and Peace
| Weanﬂg coloured yjumpers and scarves

Happn it S So many. but one has to be winning a McElwee scholarship enabling me to visit St
Petersburg last summer
I've loved my two years here at Stowe and have definitely gained a lot. Next year | am (hopelfully!) going to read
history at St Andrews University which | am very much looking forward to as history is a great interest of mine.

Mathew Payne (Walpole)
Rugby. listening to the lies of Chnis Price. darts., and watching films in Walpole.
M Shaun of the Dead. Adam Sandler films ! Gavin DeGraw
Angs-ls and Demons by Dan Brown
fect Prefect’s supper
Winning Senior House Rugby and Walpole House play Untitled
| am takmg a gap year in which | plan to travel to Fiji to teach and coach rugby and then travel to South Alnca to
work with a vetennary surgeon in the Kruger National Park doing work experience. | also shall be challenging
McCorkell and Toby in our epic race on £50

e )

Freddie Porritt (Temple)
Sports, mates
| Lads” movies
Lads music ...and Seb d Agar
Anything with lads
Malepe Prefects’ Mess
' Ask the lads
He-llu | am Fwddw Porntt. | didn't actually wnite any ol this

James Richardson, Prefect of Stoic Council (Temple)
Tennis, hockey. rugby and annoying Eck Gordon
Movie The Thomas Crown Affair
Emperur by Conn lgulden
Prefer:ts Supper
- - Winning the Coldstream Cup in 2003 and 2004
During my gap year | plan to work lor a charity in London called kidsco, at the same time | will be working lor one
or more catering companies. Alter the charnity work | will carry on working to earn money for my gap year, most
probably working for a buillding company as well as continuing the catering. | will then go to Australia for three ¥ :
months working on a ranch for the first month, followed by some travelling and kite surfing. | plan to either do part of a sk season in
Europe or New Zealand, not quite decided yet. After the gap year on to Leeds uni hopefully

Tom Stanton (Bruce)
All sports. Geography. Biology, Economics

WO lovie Last Samurai, 300, Old School
Prefect povilepe Being able to walk across the grass!!!
Happiest ent o+ Leading out the Ist XV every week in the Michaelmas Term
If aH goes to pian | hope to be going to St Johns Cambridge to study a BA in Land Economy this September. | also
hope to pursue my rugby playing with the Bedford Blues Academy and hopefully make the L2 |'s Varsity Squad at
{ Cambnidge

—




Prefects

Alice Thomson (Nugent)

Interests Tennis, lacrosse, drama, music, films

Favournite Movie Pulp Fiction, Blood Diamond, Amazing Grace and Breakfast at Tiffany's

Art VeIa'zquez Rubens, Delacroix, Goya

ShadDWE of the Wind or The Kite Runner

I refect P PI’FIEL t‘; Suppr?r

Happiest moment at e Getting into Durham University

ﬁftpr I Ieave Stmwe I am takmg a gap vyear, to begin with | am working in London from September to January and
“ then travelling around New Zealand, Australia and Fiji with Talia Collins. Next | am planning to go to India where

| will teach in a school for two months, going on to travel further around India. | am then travelling around Thailand before returning

home and am going to Durham University in September 2008.

Emily Thornton (Nugent)
interests Art, music and lacrosse
| rite Book The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini At Turner, Virtue, O'Donoghue and Vermeer
= The Lion King and The Constant Gardener
Prefect Privileg PIEIE‘LIS Supper
Haj t Momi it Stowe Many!
Thu: SEptember I am going to do an Art Foundation course at Byam Shaw at Central Saint Martins in London. After
that | hope to go to India for two months travelling and working with children, before continuing on to do an Art
degree If all goes accordingly. ..

Charles Thuillier, Prefect of Lost Property (Bruce)

Interest Wmdsurflng sailing, surfing, diving, mountain biking

I wvourite | Lock Stock and Two Smoking Barrels, Lord of the Rings, Bourne Supremacy. Blood Diamond.
Trance dance chilled Ibiza, hard house, funk etc!

’r’ efect P ¢ End Df term party!

Happiest moment at Stowe Umm...not sure!

Juiy and Piugust | shall be wmrkmg as a salling and powerboat instructor down near Bournemouth, and as a crew

member delivering Sunseekers to their new owners across Europe from Poole. Come September, | shall fly out to the

Rift Valley in Kenya to teach in a rural primary school for three months, and then travel around Kenya and Uganda

for a month. A couple of days before Christmas | will fly back here for 2 weeks, and then out to Australia for three months living in a

hostel in Brisbane and working as a sailing and powerboat instructor. | then will be spending two months travelling up the Gold Coast,

windsurfing and surfing, on to Darwin. | am then aiming to fly out to Fiji for a month’s tour of the islands, living in home stay's and

learning about the culture, traditions. Hopefully | won't just be confined to the touristy enclaves! | am then back in England in June,

working as a (yep, you've guessed it) sailing and powerboat instructor and a crew member for Sunseeker. | shall then be back to Stowe

In September to give the Gap Presentations in return tor the scholarship, and on to York University to read Applied Social Science — Crime!

Mukami Wangai, Head Girl (Lyttelton)
interests Books, politics, sport, hanging out with friends...
Favourite Movie Zoolander TV s CS
. Unbowed, by Wangari Maatha!
Prefect Privilege Pretects Supper
Happiest moment at Stowe Seeing snow for the first time!
'm off m uni in Septamber at SOAS in London to study Economics and Law.

Amber Wyles, Pretect of Admissions (Nugent)
nterest Thre drama side of Stowe with House plays, Congreve etc and a bit of lacrosse and tennis.

Fa e Has to be...Step-up

\it | Imd Richard Billingham's art work most interesting, but as to my favourite | couldn’t really say - there are so
many - Polo/ Pandora by |illy Cooper
Prefect Privilege Being allmwed out till eleven!
Happlest moment of ¢ Collecting the Part Song award for House Singing on behalf of Nugent.
Next year | want to d::n a ski season in Val d'sere and, all being well, leave for south America, India, Bali and
Thailand. . .hopefully! After that | am hoping to go to Leeds to study design for a three year course which | am really

looking forward to. | don't know what is in store next. but we're coming to the point where everything is about to change which in
itsell, is both scary and very exciting.
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Director of Studies

Academic Report

August saw our 141 2006 leavers achieve 142 A grades at A level (though they weren't distributed one
each — 21 pupils having bagged 63 of them) and a record (again...) AB rate of 59%, which finally became
60% after a few appeals. Edinburgh, Durham, Newcastle and Leeds all continue to pull Stoics north to
University in significant numbers, although Bristol, Exeter, UWE and Cirencester together attract a fair
few west. Oxford beat Cambridge 3-nil for Stoics qualifying in August 2006, and look set to win 5-1 for
2007, assuming all manage their A grades as anticipated, although at least two may desert their Oxford
offers for possibly better ones received from elsewhere. All this, along with a complete new set of 2007
exam statistics, will doubtless be well known by the time this edition of The Stoic appears.

The year's U6th deserve to have done well: they had good AS levels in the bank, improving on the
previous year's AB rate by no less than 9%, and they notched up some notable A2 module results in
January: Biology managed an excellent 67% AB rate on their module, and Business, Economics and
Chemistry had three or four students each who already had two of their three final modules at A grade
with two terms still to go! Seventeen of the January module marks came in at 100%. More to the point,
perhaps. they were a really eclectic bunch who provided a rich cultural and intellectual atmosphere of
recitals, debates, unplugged concerts, plays and writings of all kinds. Attending the Headmaster's Essay
Society, | have been regaled with exactly what a surgeon does once inside you; why the music industry
tends to strangle creativity; how free speech is being denied us; the science of face reconstruction:
postmodernism; the evils of imperialism (or not); the complications of the development of law; the
science of renewable energy — | have been asked whether we are still waiting for Godot; after such
knowledge as Primo Levi's what forgiveness? Was Marie Antoinette really so bad? And, of course, the
iInexhaustible “you may or may not like it, but is it art?”, to name but a few.

The XX Group put on a similarly inspiring display of interests when they presented their research projects, and it was tremendous to see
members of the Headmaster's Essay Society touring the Music Room and being engaged by their junior selves, as it were, on topics as diverse
as the dissecting of amphibians, recreating and rewriting battle scenes, psychology experiments, sport efficiency, and gauging prejudice against
ginger hair. They will clearly be every bit as interesting as their predecessors when they are at the top of the School, in a couple of years’ time.

The government has continued to pretend it doesn't really like us while furtively following our lead most of the time, the latest being their
“Every Child Matters™ initiative which was about six years behind Stowe's “The Best by Every Child”, and shows that the longer they take
copying our ideas, the more accurately they do so. We prefer being copied, however, because left to themselves they tend to come up with
iIncreasingly convoluted and elaborate systems, self-referring in their crosschecks to the point where one is reminded of the aeronautical
engineers who proved in a wind-tunnel that bees can't fly. Some current rules for essay-writing have become so inextricable in their prescription
that few want to bother trying, and the results can hardly be marked. For the third year out of the past four we needed to query either the
English or the English Literature results at GCSE: last year a third of all our English grades went up after re-marking, and this year 57 of our 84
English Literature results went up (five of them by two grades!) after re-marking. The boards try to walk a line between their own conception
of a subject and a highly politicised one being forced upon them, and in attempting to follow the helpful guidance of various government bodies,
they struggle to be able to do a consistent job. It's a bit like trying to run a safe and humane operation while simultaneously adhering to the
letter of various employment and health and safety laws. If there really is an influential adviser watching Stowe for ideas, let him learn this from
the middle two paragraphs of this article: schools will bite-size number-crunch if they have to, but education (education education) is

concerned with the potential, vitality and diversity of people, and to describe that you need precise words, and not just the vague letters and
wild numbers that would replace them.




performed at Stowe in

St Paul's Girls” School spoke December to raise money

to students in October for Kipungani Schools

Trust

Mindreader

spoke to the whole school
about Mind Power - Fact.
Fiction and Fakery 1n
September

Consultant Neurologist at
Radcliffe Infirmary. Oxford.
spoke to Biology students
in November

Comedian
told students how he sailed
the Thames in a paper boat

during the Arts Festival in
October

spoke to
the Literary Society in
October

Producer and director

spoke to
the Literary Society in
October

Oxford University's

spoke to the Literary
Society in March

Magician

Magic Circle s Silver Star
and WAM Close-up
Magician of the Year
2004/2005, provided
workshops during the
Arts Festival

Author
spoke to Third form
students in October




T'he Headmaster’s Essay Society
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The Headmaster's Essay Society has had an immensely varied and stimulating
year, with members presenting topics from almost every conceivable field. In
one night we have often found ourselves debating topics as varied as freedom
of speech and the finer pints of forensic science, from whether light travels in
waves or particles, to Bob Dylan (including a memorable musical performance
by Toby Marshall and Tristan Hirst)! Being able to hear from someone who has
a real interest in what they have researched, and then debating it at some
length has been for me one of the greatest academic eye openers Stowe has
given me. The society works best when people are willing to argue a case and
fortunately this year's members have been some of the most opinionated
people | have met!

| think | speak for all of us when | say that the Headmaster's vigorous picking
apart of every argument we made was invaluable experience for interviews
where self-confidence and an ability to argue your case is everything. As well
as this though, the society is also (surprisingly) really quite fun, with heated
arguments fuelled by beer and chocolate, and a chance to express political
views. The arguments were particularly heated over Mia Hulla's presentation on the EU and Stuart's discussion on Capital Punishment. with
most Stoics of course deciding they and they alone knew the best way to run the world. | have really enjoyed my time in the Society, and would
recommend it to anyone with an academic interest in pretty much... anything.

Thanks to all the members for giving up free time and for making it such an interesting year. Ned Ponsonby, Hugh Birchall, King Ho Leung, Fred
Wojnarowski, Edward Howlin, Romilly Morgan, Jonathan Elfer, Calvin Ho, Stuart Stevens, Clare Jackson, Alexander Fisher, Alexander Paull,
Agatha Sutcliffe, Mukami Wangai, Vincent Yuen, Tom Fox, Tom Mitchell, Mia Hulla, Tatjana Leboff. Lara Clare Bordeux, Mathew Payne,
Julian Nesbitt, Tom Stanton, Anita Waterer, Catriona Beadel and Tallia Collins.

Thanks also to Mr Hirst and Dr Wallersteiner for running the Society for us.

Colloguium

Members of Colloquium know that whether or not a topic i1s in a favourite
area, discussion subject matter should stretch them, and that there is an
obligation to have an open mind, to listen carefully, and to express their ideas
thoughtfully.

The last meeting of the outgoing group was on the subject of Education, which
was introduced by Mr Hirst. His preliminary talk reflected the massive
complexity of this subject. and the assembled U6 discussers seized eagerly on
some of these issues: What is the purpose of education beyond skills and
training? What cultural/religious imperatives should be at its core — or not?
What role does government play — or should government play — in using
education for social engineering? What concepts of education should an
individual have in terms of their own life? — and so on.

The first meeting of the new L6 group faced a challenging, multi-faceted topic
outlined by Mr |efireys: the inter-relations between the citizen. government
and science. At the heart of the complications was the issue of taking
responsibility for the dissemination and. .understanding of the science and
technology affecting our lives and environment. Politicians and scientists have their agendas and can put their own spin on controversial issues

and reporting of research ‘breakthroughs’ in newspapers. The educated individual needs to be more aware and more sceptical of what is aired
INn the media

[here was also interesting discussion tollowing Miss Sherman's presentation of "'Freak shows and the Construction of Difference’. which took
the implications beyond the photographs and commentary on a chapter in American social history between the 1850's and the 1930's

Complex issues of social conditioning, biological phenomena, defining ‘'normality’, establishing identity, and cultural relativism, all received
stimulating observations and exchanges of views
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XX Group. unofficially but perhaps more widely known as “Clever Club.” i1s the Lower Schoo
academic scholars’ society. comprised of approximately twenty students from the Third and
fourth Forms. Members are selected on the basis ol teacher and tutor references and their
academic achievement in TWO grades and exam scores. The aim of XX Group is to intellectually
challenge Stowe's top lower school students by extending them outside of the classroom and
exposing them to new concepts that will inspire them in their own academic pursuits. Through
a programme of guest speakers. group activities. excursions, and independent research projects
XX Group members are introduced to new intellectual themes that differ from. yet complement
and enhance, topics they study in their daily school lessons. The group meets semi-weekly
during first prep on Thursdays with Miss Sherman, the Group's faculty advisor

Group meetings yielded several highlights in the Michaelmas Term. A mathematics post-
graduate student from Cambrnidge University led a session on logic problems, which resulted in
the entire group at one point looking somewhat silly standing in a queue whilst balancing red
and blue plastic cups on their heads (eh, guess you had to be there...) Later in the term, an
Oxford archaeologist visited with photos of recent digs. archaeological site survey plans, and
boxes packed with precious artefacts. But the tension and excitement peaked in the final weeks
before Christmas with the First Annual XX Group
Spelling Bee (an academic contest that Miss
Sherman insisted on introducing out of nostalgia
from her own school days in the USA). Luke
"O.E.D.” Rust bested the competition by spelling
‘omniscient” to win the competition, and,
amazingly, no one complained too much about
Miss Sherman's American pronunciation
throwing off their spelling ability

Early in the Lent term, XX Group was fortunate to have Mrs Miller organise an excursion to the
new Borders bookstore in Milton Keynes. where the students were given ample browsing time
to pick out books and DVDs for the School Library. The trip also included a visit to Starbucks and
McDonalas, so the group also inadvertently gained first-hand knowledge of globalisation by
large chain corporations! The primary focus in the spring, however, was the preparation of
independent research projects by individuals or pairs of students. Throughout the term, XX
Groupers planned and researched topics of their choice during group meetings, and, in the final
weeks, worked diligently on the projects outside of meeting time on top of their normal
academic and extracurricular commitments. The culmination of their hard work was the XX
Group Research Symposium on Tuesday. 27 March, 2007, during which the Stoics displayed and
explained their poster projects in the Music Room to teachers, parents, and fellow Stoics milling
about the room and visiting the various “stalls”™ of each research team. All visitors to the
symposium unanimously agreed that the eclectic array of topics showed the varied interests, yet
consistently strong research capabilities, of every XX Group member, and the students
deservedly celebrated with a formal supper in the Blue Room later that evening.

Though the Summer term has only begun at the
time of this report’s writing. the final weeks of the
2006-2007 academic year will undoubtedly
contain more successful sessions, an excursion to
London, and always plenty of jelly donuts and
Smartie cookies at meetings. The success of Clever
Club will assuredly continue during the next
academic vyear with the new batch of Third
Formers and leadership of the group’s new faculty
advisor, Mr. Robinson.

Mark loannou & Luke Rust What Defines Sport?
James Blackham & Dominic Noakes  Improvements in Rowing Fitness Tests Balthazar Mattar History of Art: Painting Analysis
Adam Charlesworth Comparative Dissection of a Dogfish Shark and Frog Anton Melnikov & Sebastian ODonnell  Design of XX Group Website
James Elliot & Miles Warden Soaal Psychology Expenments Ashley O'Callen-Srmith Pop-Art Inspired Photography of Stowe
Rebecca Elliot & Eloise Rix Statistical Survey of the Perception of Blondes and Redheads | Josephine Peile Creative Story

Ella Girardot Analysis of Independent Music Charles Toler History of Toy Soliders
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The year in the School Library got off to a great start with a visit from best selling teenage
author, Jonathan Stroud who wrote the popular Bartimaeus Trilogy. The 3rd Form sat
enthralled as Jonathan described how the idea for the series came to him as he walked
home one day with heavy shopping bags, thinking about how he could write a different
sort of fantasy story from others that were around at the time. Jonathan had a flip chart
and coloured pens on stage with him and as he spoke he illustrated his talk with
wonderful cartoon drawings of the characters that trequent the pages of his books. He
also spoke about the importance ol marketing his books and of the front covers which
were chosen to attract customers to buy them. Alter a question and answer session,
when the students were keen to find out more about Jonathan's life as a writer, they had
the opportunity to buy Joanthan's books and have them signed. As he did this Jonathan
spent a long time chatting to each individual student and asking them about their
interests. Everyone agreed that he was a great author to have to visit and to encourage
the students in their reading.

The DVD and Fiction sections of the Library have grown considerably this year with
plenty of great recommendations coming from the students. In order to encourage Stoics
to get more involved in choosing stock for the Library we decided to experiment by
taking a group out book buying. The XX Group are the academic scholars in the 3rd and
4th Form at Stowe and one evening in January we set off to an excellent new branch of
Borders bookshop which opened in Milton Keynes recently. Over various choices of
coffee and milkshake accompanied by muffins we discussed a short story that the group
had all been asked to read and then the girls and boys enthusiastically set oft to explore
the store with the task of choosing books which they thought their classmates would
be interested in reading. As you can see from the photo they came up with a wide
selection and within a week of getting them back to the Library almost all of them had
indeed been borrowed. This was a great trip and it is hoped to repeat this type of outing
with other groups of students in the coming year.

Another new event in the
Library calendar this year was
the Inter House Literary quiz.
held to celebrate World Book
Day on March |Ist. Each
House entered a team of 4
students who answered
questions from the Question
Master, Dr Miller, on Prose,
Poetry, Drama, Shakespeare
and Children's Literature. A
large audience turned up to
support their teams and the
competition was keen but the
Bruce team emerged the
winners and were presented
with a new House trophy, a
silver plate.

During the exam term the
Library study places were
booked up by students
loaded down with textbooks and files, seeking a quiet working environment where
they could get on with their revision. Another academic year has drawn to an end
but we are planning more exciting events for 2008.




The Lutheld Group exists to give staft and pupils at Stowe. and at several of the
surrounding schools. the chance to meet and work together once 1n a while. and
to enrich the curriculum at the same time. Stowe i1s lucky in having such a wide
diversity of good schools locally with whom to share such a partnership

It was good to welcome Kingsbrook School, Deanshanger. back as a fully
participating member school after a year or two on the edge. otherwise the
Luffield Year followed its normal annual pattern. In November, Thornton College
hosted a public speaking event in which groups prepared presentations on
current issues to take to parliament. Tim Boswell, a local MP. was again on hand
at the event's conclusion to hear their pieces and let them know how they
would have gone down. Comments from the four Third Formers who went from
Stowe - | particularly enjoyed planning the presentations as it gave the chance
~ to get to know
- ' the others™ and
’ “Debates were
' - all interesting as
you got a wider
range of views™ — illustrate what a perfect introduction to the whole idea of
Luffield this event is. Eight more Third Formers went to the Royal Latin School in
Buckingham for a Science Day in February, then in April six of our Third Form girls
went to Buckingham School to learn Lindy Hop Jiving. which they then taught
to the others in time to give a Dance display at the Lyttelton At Home soon after.
The year will finish with the three-day Arts Festival at the end of June (too late
for The Stoic deadline) that will culminate in 200 students performing in a show
in the Roxburgh Hall, featuring Dance, Drama, Choral Music, Wind and Jazz
bands prepared at Stowe, alongside specially commissioned creative writing
prepared at Beachborough and Art from Kingsbrook. Last year the theme was
Hollywood, and an audience was welcomed into the Roxy by cut-outs of movie
superstars before hearing some film music, and then the juxtaposition of some
atfecting creative writing emphasising the
loneliness behind the dream with some
exuberant dance and drama celebrating the
impact of the movies and offering a pastiche or
two of the kind of stories that we have come to
recognise. Film often draws a wide circle in
together and gives us a common experience in
the same way as Lluffield does, so it was a
particularly appropriate theme.

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS
Magdalen College School, Brackley
Buckingham School

The Royal Latin School
Kingsbrook School

Winchester House

Beachborough

Thornton College

Stowe




Target Two Point Zero — the Bank of England/Times Interest Rate Challenge is the Bank of England’s annual competition tor schools. For the
B = b B !

first time Stowe entered a team ol four Upper Sixth Economics pupils to compete in an event attracting more than 280 schools and colleges
from across the United Kingdom. The regional event took place in Kettering, Northamptonshire in November and we competed with seven
other schools including the Royal Latin. Stamford and Bediord schools

Like the Bank of England’s own Monetary Policy Committee, teams must consider the factors alfecting the UK's economic and inflation outlook
and then have to decide what interest rate should be set to
meet the Government's 2.0% inflation target. After
outlining the main economic issues and giving their
decision, the team is then questioned by a judging panel of
Bank representatives from London and the regions

Stowe's team of Tom Stanton (Bruce), Mukami Wangai
(Lyttelton), Mia Hulla {I‘J.J;_:E‘-'HH and Stavros Criticos
(Walpole) gave a dynamic and comprehensive presentation.
advising that the Bank maintain rates at 5%. Although the
team was disappointed not to get through to the next
round. the Stoics were impressive, received very positive
feedback from the judges and were commended for their
question answerng

The team and | would like to take the opportunity to say a
particular thanks to Mr Russell Tillson who contributed so
much time and energy to helping them. The Stoics
thoroughly enjoyed the challenge of applying their
economics knowledge in a practical way and the experience
of questioning from the Bank's representatives.

Reducing wastage is the prime aim of the Stowe Environmental Campaign. An establishment the size of Stowe uses a huge amount of power

E
and water to say nothing of the teaching, feeding and residential resources. Inevitably there is a fair amount of wastage and we are urging all
people connected with Stowe to be vigilant and proactive when it comes to reducing wastage

Some simple things you can do
)  Turn oft the tap when you are brushing your teeth (taps run at approximately five litres per minute)

2) furn off music systems and computers off at the wall when they are not being used (some appliances still use nearly 50% of power when
on standby mode)

3) Cet into recycling. Paper, plastic, glass and cans can all be recycled.

1 | Stowe will be aiming to provide lacilities and information for all these
PlL.EASE SUPPORT suggestions over the coming months but they need the support of all the

[[{] 51()“1 "":(111()()] o people who use Stowe to help with the campaign
‘[()I"'ll 1,* ]J}I() l\'} '. The Staff and Pupils of Stowe have been collecting mobile phones to be

recycled. For each phone collected a tree will be planted as well as the

RECYCLING phone either being sent to a less developed country or being disposed of
safely. It you have an old mobile phone you would like to get rid of please

(CAMPAIGN leave 1t at reception ¢/o Dominic Mochan

This 1s one of a number of schemes which we hope will help wastage in
and around >Stowe whilst also contributing towards a Dbetter

environment

It you would like any turther information please contact Dominic Mochan
fi'il.’tui ilﬁill' Ustowe.CO II|-.}

The CarbonNeutral Company




INEREL'. - NHER
LT el | [
TAEE J=9 -0 H BEE
«.ﬂﬂl Sl | NI
REEN IwT -PR 'El
BT SN
4 b < Rl P
sFEEENL 0N B S
=EE 22 - ..'IH-.

e . B | | ]

Fmily Thomton

)

A

JI.‘.HT!L‘I’ \ ]-'I.Irl:."‘

4

A

A2 Sarah Hemsley

Amber Wyles

?

A

- Exam

AS Thomas Williams-Jomes

S
=
—
—~
-
M
1
g
—
i
il
i
-_—
—_
-
a
'
-
—
o~
s
-
—
- |
H

-

Ballantine

AS Chloe

A2 Talia Collins



z - —— _—pae— = o -
i i a— ‘_‘_‘*‘.. ]
. PP A
. g 1 2]

AL

. i
4 W

GCSE Orlando Sheppard AS Christabel Vernon-Evans

GCSE Hugo Empsom AS Ludo de Ferrantu — Exam

(7CSE Helena Kealey GCSE Lawra Grossick (OSE Luke Porrin

GCSE Bint Bencharongekud GCSE Helena Kealey



| hope that many of you were able to experience our Speech
Day Exhibition this year. On display was the largest display
of well design and constructed projects that | can remember
The quality of work continues to increase and the sheer scals

creativity, innovation and patience demonstrated Dy the
Stowe Design students. All ol this i1s achieved due to the
enthusiasm of the teaching staff and the pupils desire to d
their best. Most of the construction work 1s carned out In
the Lent term and | sometimes find it hard to believe that s

much can be created in such a small amount of time. The
relative calm and tranquil atmosphere of the displays lies in
stark contrast to the energy, chaos and panic experienced by
all involved as these excellent pieces of furniture
advertisements. models and prototypes gradually evolved
over the academic year. | am sure that all Stoics would join
me in thanking and congratulating all the Staff involved for
their hard work and patience

As well as celebrating the success of these practical elements
the Department s 1S achieving some remarkable resuit
National standards. Last year, all A level candidates scored
an A grade for their Resistant Matenals coursework and
Stowe is well ahead in any league table statistics for overall
pass rates at GCSE and A level
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Jonathan Mclnnes-Skinner has proved to be one of the most
dedicated students within the department and his Qak

Planter and Arbour is testament to the amount of hard work he put in to his work. He gained 100% for his coursework and was awarded the
Worsley Prize. This was an excellent year for A2 Coursework; Rory Brabant (Garden Chair), Charlie Empson, (Gazebo) and Oliver Travers ( Drinks

Cabinet).

The John Holland Prize for Design was awarded to Kit Dickinson for his excellent bookcase that was expertly constructed out of Oak and would
look stunning 1in any environment. | would not hke to calculate the number of loving hours that he spent on the construction. Other excellent
projects this year were Sam Hunter (Work desk). William Walmsley (Garden Seat) and Ludo de Ferranti (Double Bed).

Graphic Design 1s now in its third year as a GCSE subject and the standard of work 1s continuing to rise. The numbers of pupils taking this
subject has grown and competition for places is very tight. At both GCSE and A level the pupils have produced some outstanding concept
models that cover many different aspects of interior and exterior architecture ranging from nightclubs to ornamental gardens. Particular mention
should be given to Chloe Dorrington who received the Andrew McAlpine Prize for Technical Graphics for her project on redesigning a stable
block and she came up with a very interesting horseshoe design. Other achievements were Patrick Ramsey's design of a Golf Club House and

lames Leet Cook’'s Model radio

In both Resistant Matenals and Graphic Design the
variety and quality ol work 1s improving all the time and
there were some excellent outcomes. For the first time
the overall design prize for the Lower School has been
awarded to a Graphics student. It was decided that due
to her own high levels of selt-motivation, commitment
and ability this prize should be awarded to Natalie
McDaid for her interior design project. Other excellent
projects this year at GCSE were Freddie Prendergast (BBQ)
and James Hale (Horse Blanket drier)

The Department is proud to celebrate and share the
achievements of all those Stoic's studying design and
once agdin we find ourselves embarking on new projects
that will form another splendid Speech Day exhibition
next year




Design & Technology




The Geography Department is one of the busiest
and liveliest departments in the school. Within
the department we are at the forefront of using

ICT to improve the quality of both teaching and

learming and this year has been no excepftion
We have used Google tarth constantly. have
turned our attention to making movies to
introduce and elucidate case studies and we
have even entered the realms ol music making
with our now legendary podcast rendition of the
|zmit earthquake in Turkey set to the tune of " | 2
Days of Chnstmas™. We are keen to use
whatever medium is effective in helping our
students to understand more about the world
around them

As usual, we have also been busy outside of the classroom with a wide range of
fieldwork activities, ranging from the 3rd year Microclimate investigation in the school grounds, to a 4th year trip to study the River Ouse at
Water Stratford. We went back to North Wales with 53 Lower 6th students back in October to work on the dunes at Harlech, the beach at
Criccieth and in the town at Porthmadog. (photos) As u<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>